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Parish Core Group Minutes
6th March 2014
	Attendees:
	
	

	Maureen Aldous
	Pat Punt
	Laura Twomey

	Fr Stan Maciuszek
Pat Deakin


	Kaye Ward

	Tim Garnett

	Apologies:
	
	

	Marianne Wilkinson

	Deacon John Wright
	


Review of actions from the Parish Forum on 17th October 2013
	Action

	18.07-3
	Maureen Aldous to ask parishioners through the newsletter to provide her with details of known Parish events for the coming academic year (September 2013 – July 2014). She will then produce credit card sized cards with key dates
	In progress

	18.07-4
	Deacon John is to arrange for a plaque of thanks to benefactors to be made for St. Ann’s, preferably made from Sheffield steel
	In progress


	17.10-1
	Maureen Aldous to write to Andrea Whitehead, Chair of the Finance Committee, to request that one member of the Committee is available to attend Parish Forum meetings to ensure that comment on the Parish finances can be made, if required
	In progress


	17.10-2
	Maureen Aldous is to write to the Parish Finance Committee and ask them to provide John with the funds to purchase the pack for St. Ann’s
	In progress


	17.10-3
	Maureen Aldous, in her role as Chair, to write to the Diocesan Property Manager to make them aware of Barnsley Council’s Housing Plans
	In progress



	Action

	17.10-4
	Laura Twomey to arrange for an announcement to be placed in the Parish Newsletter regarding kneelers at St. Mary’s
	Completed

	17.10-5
	Peter O’Brien to speak to the WI about the microphone system they use at their meetings for speakers
	

	17.10-6
	Michael O’Brien to look into the prices of headset microphones and report back to the Parish Forum
	

	17.10-7
	Laura Twomey to ask Geraldine to put a notice in the Parish Newsletter to recruit reading volunteers for School
	Completed

	17.10-8
	Sarah Eady to provide an update to the Parish on what Academy status would mean for St. Ann’s Primary School
	

	17.10-9
	Laura Twomey to ensure an announcement is placed in the Parish Newsletter re: Food Banks collections, including a request for children’s clothing
	Completed

	17.10-10
	Laura Twomey to put an announcement in the Parish Newsletter asking for Core Group members for St. Ann’s to come forward
	Completed


18.07-3 – Maureen placed the announcement in the Parish Newsletter and received no responses.
Agenda for Parish Forum on 13th March 2014
1. Apologies

Marianne Wilkinson, Ann Hall and Ann Whitfield have already offered apologies.
2. Review of Actions from the previous meeting (17th October 2013)
Updates to be provided as discussed above.
3. Increasing Parish Income from Gift Aid
Tim had been asked by Doug how we might increase income to the Parish through encouraging the use of Gift Aid, including from visitors following the example of a Parish Doug visits.
It was agreed that Tim or Doug would raise this at the Parish Forum meeting.

4. Celebrating St. Mary’s 50th Anniversary
St. Mary’s will celebrate their 50th Anniversary on Sunday 31st May 2015.  Brendan has proposed that we organise our celebrations through the creation of a number of sub-committees to look at different aspects of events, as we did for St. Ann’s 150th Anniversary.
It was agreed that this would be proposed and considered at the Parish Forum, along with possible ideas for how we can commemorate the anniversary such as those proposed already including decorating the windows.
5. Managing bookings at St. Mary’s
Pat Punt raised the issue of how bookings are managed at St. Mary’s and it was agreed the idea of bookings being managed by one person should be discussed at the Parish Forum, following a couple of recent double bookings.
6. Sanctuary Garden at St. Ann’s Primary School
Pat Punt will raise a request from the school for support in developing a sanctuary garden in the school grounds.  The designs have been agreed and they are now looking for donations and volunteers to help them to build the garden.  The notice has been placed in the Parish Newsletter but no volunteers have been forthcoming. 
It was suggested that perhaps a list of jobs should be displayed and volunteers sought.
7. CAFOD 
Laura asked that a reminder be given to the Parish Forum that the CAFOD Lent Fast Day is Friday 14th March and we would be grateful if envelopes could be returned by Sunday 23rd March.
8. Services during Lent and Easter
Father Stan agreed to outline arrangements for services during Lent and Easter.
9. Any other Business

Other Parish Matters Raised
Reading of Financial Statement at St. Mary’s: Parishioners had raised that they were unhappy with the reading of the annual financial statement after the homily at St. Mary’s.  Father Stan apologised for this occurring and that this will not happen again.

Altar Servers receiving communion at St. Mary’s: Pat Deakin asked whether the Altar Servers could not be served alongside the Eucharistic Ministers at St. Mary’s.  This was discussed and it was agreed that it should be suggested to Bill that the Altar Servers are served first.
Ringing of bell at start of Mass at St. Mary’s: Marie Wilson has asked for a reminder to be given at St. Mary’s about the ringing of the bell at 10:30am for reflection.  It was agreed that this will be done.
Decorating at St. Mary’s: Father Stan agreed to ask the Finance Committee about funding for redecorating St. Mary’s ahead of the 50th Anniversary.

Noticeboards for St. Ann’s Parish Hall: Laura raised the need for additional noticeboards, and possibly a blackboard, in St. Ann’s Parish Hall.  Maureen mentioned the possibility of securing a grant to pay for them, such as the one we she has just been successful in securing for shelving and storage.  Father Stan agreed to support the purchase of noticeboards once the decorating is complete, if a grant cannot be secured.

Father Stan closed the meeting with a prayer.
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